THE  ECOLE  NOBMALE
time animated; a contained warmth, an inward name seem to give life to whatever he touches. It is passion clothed in reason. HOAV did they manage to reject him ? Listen to the ugly tale, and congratulate me on having already last year left this dark chamber of philosophical teaching. You know that the viva voce examination consists for each candidate in one lesson and two argumentations. It fell to Taine to argue with Edouard. It would be impossible to tell you the gentleness, friendliness ind persuasion with which Taine showed himself superior :o him without in the least degree humiliating him. The :est did great credit to both, but especially to Taine. Pate bhen decided on Aube to argue with Taine. The question was : Proofs of the Existence of God, in Bossuet. (You see that Fate was not favourable to Taine !) He stated his postulate, which was quite invincible. Aube then ittacked him with ridiculous emphasis on his omission of ihe mention of Providence, and on the implicit tendency which seemed to make him confuse Bossuet with Spinoza. STou cannot imagine a more disloyal, clumsy, cowardly, ind persistent attack.
He ranted so much that the examiners interrupted him several times. Taine came out of it most admirably, and :he judges now own to every one that after the argumentations Taine undoubtedly held the first rank. The next lay Taine gave his lesson on the Object of Morality; he lad given it in the morning at the Boole, before Edouard, WCarot, and others, who all thought it excellent. I heard t at the Sorbonne, and followed it with pleasure, persuaded ;hat it placed him definitively beyond competition. And t is for that lesson that they plucked him ! They say
101the examinations," .
